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Introducing the NEW Malting Barley
Revenue Crop Insurance Policy

On August 11 the USDA Risk Management Agency announced the avail-
ability of a new malting barley revenue endorsement crop insurance pol-
icy in 2016 crop year. For the first time, this new endorsement pro-
vides revenue coverage for malting barley on a basic, op-
tional or enterprise unit structure. The policy provides quality
coverage based on the producer’s contract specifications and incorpo-
rates projected and harvest prices based on the malting barley contract
versus projected and harvest prices based off of the Chicago Wheat Fu-
tures to determine a potential revenue indemnity. It is available in all
counties where barley is insured in Idaho.

Eligibility requirements - to insure malting barley under this Malt Barley
Endorsement (MBE) you must have a malting barley contract, malting
barley price agreement (with an elevator) or a malting barley seed con-
tract. Overage or non-contracted malting barley are insurable under the
MBE but the feed barley projected and harvested prices will be used for
purposes of determining a weighted average projected price.

Revenue coverage - used established projected and harvested prices,
as follows:

Projected price for malting barley will be the malt contract
price, but may not exceed the applicable projected price

for feed barley insurance multiplied by 2.50. If there are mul-
tiple malting barley contracts, a weighted average of the projected price
will be calculated by multiplying each contract price by the quantity appli-
cable to the contract; adding the results; and dividing by total contracted
quantity. If there are both contracted and non-contracted acres, a
weighted average projected price is calculated like above but for the non-
contracted quantity the price used is the projected price for barley deter-
mined by Feed Barley Revenue insurance policy.

The harvest price for revenue protection is determined by: Sub-
tracting the projected price for wheat (using Chicago wheat futures) from
the malting barley projected price and adding the result to the harvest
price for wheat (using Chicago wheat futures).

Producers are encouraged to consult their insurance agents to see how
this policy will fit into 2016 risk management plans.
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Barley Agronomist Corner

Dr. Christopher W. Rogers, University of Idaho Barley Research
Agronomist , Aberdeen Research & Center

Email: cwrogers@uidaho.edu Twitter: @Ulbarley

Barley harvest is essentially wrapped up While we have nowhere near
the grain quality issues of last year when pre-harvest sprout devastated
our crops, we do have reports from our growers concerning the impact
of disease pressures and voles on final yield and quality, which may be
related to the abnormally warm winter we experienced last year. Cultural |
management practices including tillage, weed control, and bait traps can ™

be implemented to help reduce vole damage in next year’s crop. Environmental factors influencing
diseases pressures are largely out of your control, but proper post-harvest field management, rota-
tion, and chemical applications can reduce disease pressures. While winter malt barley comprises
only a small portion of the current market, | would like to discuss some of the common varieties and
practices you should be aware of. Currently, the two-row malt varieties Charles, Endeavor, and
Wintmalt are the listed varieties on the American Malt Barley Association approved list. Last year
we had widespread reports of barley yellow dwarf virus (BYDV) across southern Idaho. Barley yel-
low dwarf virus is transmitted by aphids and as such, is dependent on their flight patterns and
whether the aphids are infected with the virus. Planting date can be a contributing factor to BYDV
incidence as early plantings, as noted during last year’s mild winter, can result in increased aphid
vigor and incidence due to milder weather conditions. One factor we are currently investigating, is
the influence of fertilizer management practices on BYDV infected winter barley. | encourage you
to get a copy of Ul Extension CIS 1210 which discusses current options to understand and manage
aphids in cereals. In particular, seed treatments are reported to reduce aphid populations and will
also have efficacy on managing wireworms. On this note, | hope you receive the Idaho Grain
Magazine where a column will discuss in more detail our current efforts concerning wireworm man-
agement in Idaho. Finally, a new Ul Extension Bulletin is being finalized concerning management,
monitoring, and identification of wireworm species, which we will ensure you are aware of as soon
as it is published. We look forward to hearing from you, as the feedback and contributions from all
growers, county extension personnel, consultants, and barley industry stakeholders are crucial for
creating a productive research and extension program to address the current needs of Idaho grow-
ers.
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Very strong El Nino signal persists — Eastern equatorial Pacific Ocean sea surface tem-
perate are currently averaging 2.3 degrees C above normal in the key Nino 3.4 region as depicted in the
chart below. Most global meteorologists, including the U.S. Climate Prediction Center (CPC), are pre-
dicting this climate anomaly will continue through the end of the year. Australian meteriologists concur
but believe that El Nino will then rapidly weaken over the next three months during the Northern Hemi-
sphere Winter. CPC’s three month outlook map below shows warm and dry conditions will persist
for the PNW and Intermountain regions of Idaho.
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