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IBC expands grain marketing & pro-

duction educational programs 

Idaho barley 
check-off dollars 
at work…We are co

-sponsoring the 2011 

University of Idaho 

Extension Cereal 

Schools -  

Feb. 1 - Burley Inn (8:30 
a.m.) 

Feb. 2 - Pocatello Red 
Lion (9:00 a.m.) 

Feb. 3 - Idaho Falls Red 
Lion (9:00 a.m.) 

Feb. 3 - Ashton Trails 
Inn (9:00 a.m.) 

Feb. 4 - Preston Robin-
son Bldg (9:00 a.m.) 

Feb. 7 - Greencreek 
Community Hall (7:30 
a.m.) 

Feb. 8 - Lewiston Elks 
Lodge (8:00 a.m.) 

Feb. 9 - Bonners Ferry 
Fairgrounds (8:00 a.m.) 

Mar. 3 - Blaine/Camas 
Co school at Hailey 

………………………  

 

THE IBC ROLLED OUT A NEW SERIES OF WEB-BASED SEMINARS 
(WEBINARS) COVERING A WIDE VARIETY OF MARKETING AND PRODUCTION 
MANAGEMENT CHALLENGES facing Idaho barley producers.  Topics have 
included: world grain market outlook, understanding  technical trends 
in grain futures markets, 2011 malting barley contracting strategies, 
machinery financing, malting barley fertility and barley crop insurance.  
More topics are scheduled in upcoming webinars, including planting 
dates and seeding rates.  In addition, the IBC sponsored a series of 
live workshops in five southern and eastern Idaho locations on grain 
marketing and technical trends in grain futures from mid-December to 
early January.  All total, more than 250 producers have participated in 
these educational programs.  

 

We have recorded and archived our completed Idaho Grain Webi-
nars so that more producers can view them at their convenience.  
Here are the web addresses to download the first four ... 

Jan. 27 WEBINAR on Optimizing Fertility in Malting Barley and Hard Red 

Spring Wheat  presented by Dr. Brad Brown, UI extension soil fertility and crop 

management specialist, Parma ID at  

https://connect.cals.uidaho.edu/38298986/ 

Jan. 18 WEBINAR on Financing Farm Equipment presented by Iowa State Uni-

versity ag economist Dr. William Edwards at 

 https://connect.cals.uidaho.edu/p40664490/  In addition, Idaho producers will 

have free access to Iowa State University’s Ag Decision Maker website 

which contains several excellent Farm Machinery Financing Analyzers at 

www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm 

Nov. 10 WEBINAR on Understanding Technical Trends in Grain Futures / Cur-

rent Grain Market Outlook presented by Craig Corbett, Grace, ID at 

https://connect.cals.uidaho.edu/p38164240/ 

Sept. 14 WEBINAR on World Grain Market Outlook & 2011 Malt Contract Pric-

ing Strategies presented by Kelly Olson, Boise, ID at 

UP NEXT...Feb. 11 at 8:30 am on Barley Crop 
Insurance Changes and New Options  - log 

onto https://connect.cals.uidaho/barley 

https://connect.cals.uidaho.edu/38298986/
https://connect.cals.uidaho.edu/p40664490/
http://www.extension.iastate.edu/agdm
https://connect.cals.uidaho.edu/p38164240/
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USDA announced last week that a five year, $25 million 
competitive research grant has been awarded to a collaborative 
team of barley and wheat researchers at 28 institutions across 
the United States, including both the USDA ARS and University of 
Idaho barley and wheat breeding programs at Aberdeen, ID, to 
conduct both basic and applied research to improve barley and 
wheat germplasm for changing environments.  A team of 56 
scientists will utilize the latest genetic mapping and sequencing 
techniques to intensely focus on improving yields, water and 
nitrogen efficiency and resistance to major diseases, including the 
emerging threat of new and virulent races stem rust.   

 

This project known as the Triticeae CAP or T-CAP will be headed by 
Dr. Gary Muehlbauer, barley geneticist at the University of 
Minnesota, and Dr. Jorge Dubcovsky, wheat geneticist at the 
University of California, Davis. Three Idaho-based scientists will play 
a key role in this comprehensive 5-year collaborative research 
project: Dr. Jianli Chen, University of Idaho wheat breeder; Dr. Mike 
Bonman, USDA ARS Research Leader and plant pathologist; and 
Dr. Harold Bockelman, USDA supervisory agronomist and curator of 
the National Small Grains Collection.  

 

The Idaho scientists will screen the water and nitrogen-use 
efficiency of the 3,000 barley and wheat lines that comprise the 
USDA ARS National Small Grains Collection housed at the federal 
research facility in Aberdeen. This seed collection represents a 
global diversity of small grain germplasm gathered by researchers 
worldwide since 1897.     
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Five-Year Barley and Wheat Germplasm 
Research Project Funded under Competi-

tive USDA Research Grant Program 

 

Barley breeder 
leaving USDA 
ARS Aberdeen

Dr. Don Obert, USDA 
ARS barley breeder 
based at the National 
Small Grains Germ-
plasm Research Facility 
in Aberdeen, ID, will be 
leaving the ARS re-
search program in mid-
February to take a wheat 
breeding position with 
Limagrain Cereal Seeds, 
a European based com-
pany which is currently 
scaling up its U.S. wheat 
breeding programs 
across the U.S.  

 

Dr. Obert assumed the 
Idaho-based barley 
breeding position upon 
Darrell Wesenberg’s re-
tirement in 2003.  Obert 
has been responsible for 
managing both extensive 
barley and oat breeding 
efforts at Aberdeen and 
experimental testing 
plots at five additional 
locations across the 
state.  

 

“Dr. Obert will be greatly 
missed, but we wish him 
well in his new endeav-
ors,” says Ron Elkin, IBC 
chairman and grower 
from Buhl, ID.  “We can 
assure barley growers 
that we are working 
closely with the manage-
ment team at USDA 
ARS to refill the barley 
breeding position as 
quickly as possible.” 

 

From the federal frontlines... Com-
petitive rail legislation back on front 
burner for Senate Commerce Com-
mittee - Senate Commerce Committee Chairman John D. 

(Jay) Rockefeller IV said this week that his rail competition bill, 
known as the Surface Transportation Board (STB) Reauthorization 
Act of 2011 (S.B. 158), will be a priority for the Commerce Commit-
tee this year.  Rockefeller says his bill will improve rail service, cre-
ate new jobs and make the rail industry and U.S. goods more com-

petitive in the U.S. and abroad.  Key provisions include: 

 Requiring major rail carriers to quote bottleneck rates; 
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 Setting standards for reciprocal switching and terminal access rates; 

 Creating a process for parties to challenge paper barriers; 

 Increasing STB scrutiny of future railroad mergers for competitive, service and environ-
mental effects; 

 Strengthening STB oversight of the railroad industry by update rail transportation policy, giv-
ing the Board independent investigative authority and creating a strong rail customer advo-
cate at the STB to help resolve shippers’ concerns; 

 Reducing filing fees for shippers to bring rate complaints to the STB; and 

 Allowing the STB’s simplified rate dispute methods to be used by more shippers and to allow 
certain larger cases to be resolved through arbitration; and  

 

Competitive rail reforms are spearheaded by the Alliance for Rail Competition and the 
Rail Customer Coalition, which IBC has been involved in through our rail consultant, Terry 
Whiteside, Whiteside & Associates in Billings, MT, who serves as ARC chairman.  The National 
Barley Growers Association (NBGA) and National Association of Wheat Growers (NAWG) are 
active members of the Rail Customer Coalition.    

 

 


